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till he was twenty-one. He was then quite certain to
do so, and thus his education in England would have been
broken to no purpose.1 The duchies accepted the Duke of
Connaught as his brother's successor, and he, being abroad
and not knowing what his mother felt about his acceptance,
informed the Coburg Government that * He and his
house are prepared to fulfil their duties towards the
Duchies.' 2 Unfortunately the Emperor had not been
consulted, and in consequence he flew into a violent rage
and threatened that the Reichstag should veto the
appointment. That roused the Queen, for she held that
the succession was a matter for her, as head of the family,
to settle, and that the Emperor had got nothing to do
with it. Legally she may have been right, but as Saxe-
Coburg was part of Confederated Germany it would have
been very awkward if she nominated the Duke and the
Emperor refused to accept him. However, as she was
quite determined not to allow the Duke to succeed, and
as his son was equally determined to renounce his rights
when he came of age, there was no difficulty in his with-
drawing, and this suited everybody. The young Duke of
Albany, son of Prince Leopold, took up the succession,
and the Emperor approved. He had asserted himself: he
had shown he would stand no opposition to his will.

Meanwhile he had been pursuing that jungle-path which
he continued to believe had been blazed for him by
Bismarck, and which he hoped might render Russia and
England permanently antagonistic. He had already done
his best to sow distrust of England in the minds of the
Tsar and his Ministers, and now, abandoning this corre-
spondence for a while,3 he took up the complementary

1 Letters III, iii. p. 360.                                              2 Ibid. p. 3^6.

3 From December 1898 till June 1900.